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number of persons per family being 3-9. The average size of households and of 
families was largest in Quebec and smallest in British Columbia. 

Definitions of Household and Family.—In the Census a household is defined as "a 
person or a group of persons living in one housekeeping community. The persons may
or may not be related by ties of kinship, but if they live together with common house
keeping arrangements, they constitute a household". Persons on Active Service were 
included as members of their family households whether actually living at home or 
not at the date of the Census. 

The family membership is restricted to persons having the husband-wife or parent-
child relationship and thus is not always comparable with the group of persons composing 
the household. The latter often consists of two or more families and very frequently 
includes persons related to the head, such as uncle, niece, grandmother, and others, but 
who are not members of his immediate family. 

18.—Numbers of Buildings, Dwellings, Households and Families, and Average 
Numbers of Persons per Dwelling, per Household and per Family, by Provinces, 
1941. 
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4-13 
4-42 
4-27 
4-07 
3-66 

No. 

4-65 
4-49 
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1 Buildings used for habitation only. 2 Includes dwellings with tenure not stated. 

Similar data on buildings, dwellings, households and families for urban centres 
of 30,000 population or over at the 1941 Census are given at pp. 126-127 of the 
1947 Year Book. For further details concerning tenure and kind of dwellings, 
composition and size of family households, see pp. 121-125 of the 1946 edition. 

Section 15.—Quinquennial Census of the Prairie Provinces 

The Census and Statistics Act of 1905 and the Statistics Act of 1918 provide 
for a census of population and agriculture for the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskat
chewan and Alberta, to be taken in 1906 and every tenth year thereafter, in addition 
to tha Dominion Decennial Census. 

The latest Prairie Provinces Census was taken as of June 1,1946, and a summary 
of final results now available (March, 1948) is presented in this Section. These 
results cover such general population characteristics as sex, age, marital status, 
birthplace, citizenship, mother tongue, years of schooling, and migration. However, 
in addition to these topics, the 1946 Census provides data on agriculture, family 
and household composition, industries and occupations, employment and earnings, 
and housing. Preliminary figures dealing with these topics are being issued in 
bulletin form, and final figures covering all phases of the 1946 Census will later be 
published in the census volumes. 


